Madam Minister, Ministers, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a pleasure to be here. | always feel at home when | attend meetings in the Sava Basin. |
would like to thank our hosts for welcoming us to this important meeting. | am very grateful for
the interpretation, as one of the few people who needs this support, and would like to thank the
interpreters for their help. Regrettably, | have not yet learned our Sava language - yet being the
operative word.

As mentioned, my name is Raffi Balian and | serve as director of a regional office that focuses
on environmental, science & technology, and health issues in 20 countries in Central and
Eastern Europe. In the late 1990s, the U.S. Department of State established 12 such offices
around the world to support regional engagement on issues that are transboundary in nature.
As the number of severe weather events increases each year, the importance of transboundary
cooperation has become critical. Whether we are trying to prevent flooding, mitigate droughts,
fight forest fires, or avoid pandemics, we need collective effort to be successful.

| am here on behalf of the U.S. Department of State and the Embassies in all five countries of
the Sava River Basin to once again reiterate the U.S. Government’s support for the
transboundary cooperation process under the Framework Agreement on the Sava River Basin
and the work of the International Sava River Basin Commission. U.S. Government support has
included projects in various areas of work, including navigation development, flood management
and prevention, ecotourism development, and public participation and stakeholder involvement.

These projects have provided and will provide considerable benefits for the countries, including
in three areas: (1) increased capability to model and predict floods through the development and
upgrade of hydrologic and hydraulic models with support of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
which is particularly important after the tragic and disastrous May 2014 flooding; (2) increased
level of youth awareness of the need and possible solutions for sustainable water use and
development through the Youth Parliament; and (3) improved quality of ISRBC work through the
establishment of the Sava Water Council as a formal standing advisory committee of
stakeholders.

It is a pleasure and privilege to work with the ISRBC, and | would like to recognize and thank the
Chairman of the Commission and the Executive Secretary and the entire team for their great
cooperation. Under the Executive Secretary’s leadership, the Commission over the previous 10
years has successfully navigated and overcome important challenges. All of those efforts led us
in February of this year to the successful launch of the Sava Water Council in Belgrade. The
Council is the first, formal standing committee of stakeholders among any of the international
river basin commissions in Europe.

The SWC will help further promote public participation in the sustainable management of a
shared natural resource to help prevent flooding and promote sustainable uses, including
ecotourism. | congratulate the Commission and the member states for this important milestone.



The cooperation in this region, specifically the Sava River Basin and more broadly the Danube
Basin, are examples for other regions around the world. Cooperation on international water
issues is a critical priority for the Secretary of State and the Obama Administration.

As countries who are a part of the Mekong Delta and the river basins of Central Asia are facing
significant challenges, they are now looking to you for good examples of transboundary
cooperation. | encourage you to continue your support for these efforts and for the work of the
Commission, which is achieving remarkable results with a small and talented team.

Hvala.



